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This painting shows ten ladies of the inner court sitting around a large rectangular table. Some enjoy tea,
white others drink wine. The four figures at the far end seem to be responsible for playing music and

livening up the atmosphere. The instruments that they hold, from left to right, are bamboo pipes, zither, lute,

and flute. The two standing figures are servant girls; the one in back plays a clapper to keep beat. The
melodic and elegant music almost seems to intoxicate the figures, judging from their expressions. Even the
small dog under the table seems undisturbed.
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The two standing figures are servant girls; the one in back plays a clapper to keep
beat. The melodic and elegant music almost seems to intoxicate the figures, judg-
ing from their expressions. Even the small dog under the table seems undisturbed.
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